
A Message from Dr.
Brookins
August 1, 2020

Back to School Information

Dear Glennwood Families,

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year at Glennwood Elementary, Where Learning Takes
Flight! We are thrilled to welcome all new and returning students, virtually, on August 17th. If
you have not yet, please take a minute to read through this CSD update regarding the decision
to welcome us back with virtual learning.

We currently have 181 students enrolled for this school year and we are excited for the
learning and growth they will experience. At Glennwood, we are committed to providing an
educational experience that meets the needs of all students, regardless of the format. We may
not be in the building to start our year, but school is absolutely in session and we want to
ensure that all students and families are engaged and have an incredible Glennwood
experience! Our Crew has been working to prepare an extraordinary year for our students and
families.

Glennwood Motto: Where Learning Takes Flight
Glennwood Mission: Glennwood Elementary is an EL Education Community dedicated to
fostering each child's unique potential through exemplary standards of character, intellectual
achievement, and social responsibility.

Throughout this document, you will �nd several important links. Please read the information
carefully as it contains important information about our school and district. If you have any
questions not answered by these documents, please feel free to email me at
hbrookins@csdecatur.net.

Sincerely,

Holly M. Brookins, PhD
Principal
Glennwood Elementary

https://www.smore.com/tvcu5-csd-plans-for-virtual-learning?ref=email
mailto:hbrookins@csdecatur.net


Virtual Learning Schedules
This week, CSD communicated speci�c information regarding
virtual learning such as schedules, a readiness form for
families to complete, and other information such as dates for
the upcoming town hall meetings, release of teacher
assignments, etc. Please make sure you have read over this
information linked here.

We realize and understand the challenges/concerns virtual learning might pose for families.
When looking at the schedule, please know that more speci�c schedule information will be
shared by your child’s teacher. At �rst glance, the schedule might appear to be a large amount
of screen time for students. Teachers are receiving speci�c training on student engagement in
the virtual world, dissolving the screen and much more to enhance the virtual learning
experience for students. For example, you can expect your child to have the opportunity to
engage in live instruction daily through whole class crew meetings and closing circles.

Content instruction will be structured so that students are given the opportunity for whole
group and small group live instruction several times each week, and work o�ine on tasks
related to their learning. In addition, live sessions will be recorded if students are unable to log
on during their assigned time. When students are not engaging in live instruction, they will be
working independently. Live instruction sessions will provide teachers the time to offer more
differentiated support and feedback to students. We feel these sessions are valuable and
important for continuing academic and social/emotional growth. However, we do understand
that family circumstances might prevent students from logging on. Therefore, student
attendance will be based on their participation in various learning activities, not solely on
participation in live sessions.

Virtual Learning Town Hall:
CSD will host virtual town hall meetings to discuss virtual learning Pre-K through 12th grade,
special programs and student supports, technology, and Wellness Wednesday. The PreK-2nd
grade Town Hall will be held on August 3rd, 5:00-6:00 pm. All meetings will be conducted in the
webinar format through Zoom. The link to each meeting can be found here. You can submit
questions ahead of time or during each town hall via this form. We ask that you submit
questions before the meetings to give us the ability to answer as many questions as possible
during the presentation. All town halls will be recorded and available on
www.csdecatur.net/opening2020.

Meet and Greet and Classroom Assignments:
Due to Covid-19 and social distancing, “Meet and Greet” will be held virtually during the week
of August 10th. Your child’s teacher will be reaching out to schedule times to meet virtually
with them. On August 5th, you will be able to log into the parent portal to view your child’s
classroom assignment. See below for parent portal information.

School Supplies:
Our wonderful and generous PTA ordered school supply kits for every child. These were based
on teacher’s lists and input in regards to what would be needed during virtual learning.

Materials Pickup:

https://www.smore.com/4reyu
https://www.csdecatur.net//site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=40&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=8755&PageID=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6zNU0IFPmxYIHfrY1zXLA6pG0O6yoLPyJaSjz8C8PuWi63g/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.csdecatur.net/opening2020
https://s.smore.com/u/4dba58563ff60461863166b5919ec490.jpg


Thursday, August 13th has been designated as materials pickup day between 10:00am and
12:00pm. All parents may drive up to school and go through the carpool lane to retrieve items
that students will need for Virtual Learning. This includes: instructional materials such as
Fundations (phonics) materials, math manipulatives, etc. We will communicate further details
closer to that date.

Curriculum, Instruction,
Assessment

Instructional Coach:
Jill Tolsma is the Instructional Coach at Glennwood. Ms.
Tolsma facilitates planning, professional learning, and
individual coaching with teachers. Ms. Tolsma also
coordinates assessments and is a member of the MTSS team.
If you have questions regarding curriculum, instruction, and
assessment, please feel free to contact her at
jtolsma@csdecatur.net.

Communication

Website:
The Glennwood Elementary School website is a great source
of information that is regularly updated. During the school
year, we send a school-wide weekly electronic newsletter to
all families on Thursdays. Teachers also communicate with a
regular newsletter throughout the school year.

Parent Portal/In�nite Campus:
Families new to CSD will receive an email from In�nite
Campus with a prompt to set up a parent portal account. The
parent portal allows parents to view their child’s attendance
records, assessment records, lunch balance, and an online
lunch payment option. Parents can customize their contact
information to ensure they receive weekly newsletters, and
emergency school and CSD robo-calls. This is also how
classroom assignments will be shared prior to the start of
school. If you need assistance with the parent portal, please
email Karen Hearn at khearn@csdecatur.net.

Glennwood PTA Website:
This is another great source of information about the school,
including events, membership, and how to connect with other
parents. The PTA is focused on supporting the instructional
program of the school and building community. Learn more at
the Glennwood PTA website.

mailto:jtolsma@csdecatur.net
https://www.csdecatur.net/Glennwood
mailto:khearn@csdecatur.net
http://www.glennwoodpta.org/
https://s.smore.com/u/8fb2308d223a5b39c1e42199c1bec436.png
https://s.smore.com/u/998d8be9c7e5ddac5122ba36fb8bc10a.jpg


Instruction:
At Glennwood, most new content instruction begins around week 6. We utilize The First Six
Weeks of School to emphasize community and our crew agreements. As students are learning
routines, they will begin lightly learning new content. We also spend the �rst few weeks
assessing to learn where our students are academically. Students will learn what it means to
be “crew” with this year’s classmates/teacher. This year the time will be spent teaching
students how to be successful in virtual learning in order to foster as much independence as
possible. We also focus on social/emotional health by holding daily crew meetings. On
Wednesdays students will have an opportunity to take a break from content lessons and
participate in lessons from our new SEE (Social, Emotional, Ethical) Learning Curriculum. In
CSD, we are prioritizing the wellness of our community.

New Kindergarten Students

New kindergarten families, we recognize that this may be a di�cult time for you as you and
your children prepare to start the year in a new school in a virtual environment. Typically, in the
spring, we would have had a Kindergarten 101 event for you to attend at the school and hear
from some staff members and organizations within our school community. With that in mind,
we will host a virtual K 101 event on August 10th from 6:00-7:00 for all new Kindergarten
parents/caregivers where you can hear from Dr. Brookins (principal), Jill Tolsma (instructional
coach), and representatives from our PTA and School Leadership Team (SLT). You will receive
a separate email with the zoom link to join the meeting and additional information.

Glennwood School Leadership Team Elections

The Glennwood Elementary School Leadership Team (SLT) is an elected committee consisting
of parents/guardians, GL staff members, and other personnel. The Glennwood SLT was formed
in 2011 when we opened our doors as a K-3 school. All CSD schools have an SLT formed as a
part of our system charter, renewed by the state in 2014. Some of the responsibilities of this
team are to:

Develop, approve and monitor the continuous school improvement planning process
Review student achievement data and support initiatives for school improvement
Recommend and support school needs to the CSD Board of Education during the annual
budget process
Help with the interview process of potential Glennwood employees



Follow Us on Facebook

The current members of the GL SLT are:
Parent member: Darren Comer
Parent member: Kelly Stinson
Parent member: Stuart Andreason
Parent member: Catherine Anderson
Parent member: Raymond Crookes
Staff members: Jill Tolsma
Staff member: Norma Guppy
Principal: Holly Brookins
CSD representative: Marcia Fowler

*Thank you to parents Darren Comer, Catherine Anderson and Raymond Crookes for their
service and support on the GL SLT as they roll off.

In the 2020-2021 school year, we have two parent member vacancies on our SLT. If you are
interested in serving as a member of the Glennwood SLT, please complete this GL SLT
Nomination Form. Deadline for submission is August 24th and candidate statements will be
included in the Eagle Edition Newsletter. Voting will take place in early September in
conjunction with our virtual Curriculum Night (to be scheduled) via a Google form. If you have
any questions, please email Dr. Brookins at hbrookins@csdecatur.net.

Facebook

Glennwood Elementary Where
Learning Takes Flight

Holly M. Brookins, PhD
Principal

440 East Ponce de Leon Avenu… hbrookins@csdecatur.net

404-370-4435 csdecatur.net/glennwood
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